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Today’s requirements to pro-
tect America have created

new challenges at home and
abroad. Our warfighters want
rapid delivery of new capabilities,
successful interoperability of
complex systems, and high quality
decision-support information.
And they want it all now – in a
timeframe that
reduces days to
hours, hours to
minutes, and
minutes to sec-
onds. The chal-
lenge is to inte-
grate old and
new architectures, reestablish
credibility of the acquisition com-
munity, renew the work force, and
tackle the diverging trends in soft-
ware dependency/growth and
productivity.

These are the challenges that
were addressed at the 2004
Systems and Software Technology
Conference (SSTC) held recently
at the Salt Palace Convention
Center in Salt Lake City. Many of

the latest technologies and human
ingenuities that make these chal-
lenges an opportunity were pre-
sented at SSTC from April 19-22
as presenters and speakers
brought their expertise and expe-
rience on the conference’s theme,
“Technology: Protecting Amer-
ica,” to more than 2,200 attendees

from around the world.
The SSTC is one of

the largest co-
s p o n s o r e d
events for U.S.
defense-related
software tech-
nologies, poli-

cies, and practices.
Also this year, the conference

expanded its scope and focus to
include not only the software side
of defense technology but also
the systems engineering side as
well. That is why its name has
changed from the Software
Technology Conference to the
Systems and Software Technolo-
gy Conference. However, the
content of the event has not

(Top photo) Participants at the 16th annual Systems and Software
Technology Conference talked with exhibitors about new technologies
and, in some cases, even took them for test-drives. (Photo above) retired
Lt. Gen. Keith Kellogg Jr., U.S. Army, spoke at the Wednesday
lunch session about current activities in homeland security.
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changed and has in fact
expanded. The SSTC goal
remains to provide a forum
for systems and software pro-
fessionals in the Department
of Defense (DoD), related
industries, and academia to
accomplish the following:
• Learn by increasing the
understanding of scientific
and technical issues relevant
to the mission of the DoD.
• Discover effective system
and software technologies.
• Connect with attendees to
exchange lessons learned in
the acquisition, development,
support, and management of
software intensive systems.

The 16th annual SSTC fea-
tured 148 different exhibitors

and 214 speaker presentations,
including the addition of two
new speaker tracks. In addi-
tion to the educational and
training opportunities at the
SSTC 2004, the conference
gave attendees a chance to
network at all levels at a vari-
ety of planned events
throughout the week.

The SSTC is co-sponsored
by the U.S. Army, Marine
Corps, Navy, Air Force,
Defense Information Systems
Agency, the Department of
the Navy, and Utah State
University Extension. The co-
sponsors have already started
planning SSTC 2005 sched-
uled for April 18-21 in Salt
Lake City.◆

Participants were given the opportunity to use various software applications in
the computer lab during sessions throughout the week.

Maj. Gen. Kevin J. Sullivan, Commander, Ogden Air Logistic Center,
(right) welcomed Maj. Gen. Conrad Ponder, U.S. Army, to the SSTC.

The midweek entertainment break,“Swinging Through World War II,”
added a little festivity to the conference with dinner and a show.

Members of the Tuesday co-sponsors panel (from left) Dawn C. Meyerriecks, Defense Information Systems Agency; Diann L. McCoy, Defense Information
Systems Agency; John M. Gilligan, U.S. Air Force; Maj. Gen. Conrad W. Ponder, U.S. Army; David M. Wennergren, Department of the Navy; Rear
Adm. Michael A. Sharp., U.S. Navy; Brig. Gen. John R. Thomas, U.S. Marine Corps.

 


